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SOVIETS USE POOD AS A WHAPDR

To the besevelence which the USSR professss toward
Asistlc peoplesn generslly there s sne sutstanding exception:
democratic aw! prospercus Japan. The USSE appareatly finds
it intolerable that an Asiatic esuntry should have a TEBPOI-
sible, popularly choses government and €njoy thriving trade
relationa with the west. T2 the Sison-soviet Bloe, booming
post-wvar Japan iz a dangerous example t0 the underdeveloped
countries of Aeia, 1llustrating sz it does the fact that it
i3 not necessary to accept the seomomic and palitiesl re-~
strietions of the Communist system in order ts5 prosper.

In recent months the Soviets have used svery avallable
weapon to mttack the govermmeat of Liveral-Democratic Premier
Hobusuke Kishi, They have 0dt hepltated to use the fishing
industiry, one of the principal sourees of the Japanese food
supply aud an important llem in its export tyade with the
dest, in thelr efforts to bring down the present Csbinet.

Annual negotimtions on the Soviet-Japanese fishery
treaty ﬁcgnﬁ 1€ January and are st1ll continuiag., The
sriginal treaty, signed in 1956, concerned the noirth-
western Pacific Ocean, including the Japan Soa, the Leam of
Okchstak, and the Bering Sea. It set up resirictions in
areas; tateh quotas, types of fish to be taken, and methods
of fishing. It also met up & Joint Commission to meet an-
noally, consider the measures which are bel.g eaforced and,
if aecessary, asesd them.

he current meeilng of the Commisaion was preceded by
& vislent Soviet propagands attack. Soviet brosdessts accused
the Jepanese of violating the fismhing treaty provielons aud
threatened stiffer penmlitiss for Japanese [ishermen caughi
within Russia's claimed territorial waters. A broadeaat
on 8 Jamuary mileging serisus deterioratiosn of fish and crab
Supplies due to Japanese disregard of the treaty provisisus
presaged an attempt on the part of the Soviets 5 restrict
Japanese fishing opportunities still further,

Conslderation of the whole question >f recest Japanese
foreign mlations, however, suggests that the Soviets are
less congerned with the protection of Pacific Iish suppliss
than with disrupti:z amicable relationg between Japan and
the wept, If the Kishi gover:ment ls forced to agree to
more severe limits for Japanese flshermen, 1t mey face
serigsgs popular reaction, Over & guavrter of & million
Japanese are estimated to be engaged in fishing. Prinei-

- pally small {ndependent sperstors, they handle over five
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million tons annually, of which almopt two milllon tons
were exported in 1956, Any eerious dislocation of the
industry, Japan's grineigai ane after irvon and steel
profucts and dextiles, eduld put the government 1o a
difficult situation,

On previous ocemsions the 3oviets have used the snnual
meetings of the Commission to further their political aims.
This year it appears that they ere attemptiag $5 create
dissatisfaction with the Kigh! goversment's handling of this
questicn and limk it with thelr own propaganda campalign
against him, To date, the 3ovist efforta have only angered
the Japanese without noticeably affecting Kiahi,

Seviet Ambamsador Federsnko has informed the Japaneze
that the USSR would not negotlate "pending lssues” until a
forwal peacs treaty 1s signed, However, there have been
implications that conceszslons would be made if the Jupaness
Govermment took & more neutral stand. In this context the
stiffening Soviet attitude toward the fishery trealy appesrs
te be mothing wmore then a gold«dblooded attempl 10 exeri pressure
on the govermment by threatening to reduce sae of the principal
1tems in the Japanese dlst, Ultimately, of course, the Soviets
hope to neutralize and isslate Japan from the free world and to
rid themselves of the constant irritation of a natlon devoled
to fres enterprise and popular zovernmment on the Par Zastern
threshhold of the Communist Blose,
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